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Study on the relationship between China’s economic development and
state autonomy: based on the comparative perspective before and
after the reform and opening-up

CHEN Xia, WANG Caibo
(College of Public Administration, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: State autonomy theory with the relationship between state and economy as its core content, provides an
analytical perspective to explain China’s economic development. With the Reform and Opening-up as the historical
dividing point, the country transformed itself from absolute autonomy to bounded-autonomy, which promotes China’s
economic sustainable development. The relationship between state and society from mutual construction to separation
produced a relative autonomy society. The relationship between central government and local government from the
closed to the open created local autonomy characterized by innovation and development. But behind the economic
development, China’s state autonomy presents an unbalanced predicament, wee need to figure out how to reshape a
balanced state autonomy. On the one hand, we need to build a limited government and form a multiple governance
system. On the other hand, we need to build an effective government and improve the capacity of public services.

Key Words: state autonomy; economic development; local government; state; society
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