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An empirical study of the impact of export trade on
private enterprises’ R&D investment

LIU Bingfeng
(School of Business, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, Jingdezhen 333403, China)

Abstract: Based on data of the private enterprises in china, this essay, by adopting the maximum likelihood estimate
and propensity score matching method, analyzes the impact of export trade on private R & D investment. The results
show that learning by exporting increased R & D investment, and with the expansion of export trade, the effect has
increased, yet with a remarkable margin for improvement. High-tech industry and large-scale export enterprises have
the most prominent learning effects, while such effects are less significant in the area with higher market-based degree.
Key Words: export trade; R & D investment; maximum likelihood estimation; propensity score matching method;
learning by exporting
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