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On the Sichuan Province Constitution of the early Republic of China
LONG Changan

(Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China;
School of Law, Anhui University of Technology, Maanshan 243032, China)

Abstract: Sichuan Province Constitution is the product of Sichuan province and its united provinces participating in
self-autonomy movement, and of the united efforts of the soldiers, gentry and intellectuals in the war environment.
Compared with other province constitutions of Hunan, Zhejiang and Guangdong, Sichuan Province Constitution is
similar in its system design, but has its own uniqueness, reflecting the founders’s political wisdom. Sichuan Province
Constitution is an important practice of constitutional federalism in Sichuan province, and carries the spirit of
democracy and rule of law. The promulgation of Sichuan Province Constitution reflects the local warlords’ hope for
self-protection through the provincial constitution, and reflects more Sichuan people’s good wishes for peace who are
weary of war. Although Sichuan Province Constitution was not put into political practice, it still had important historical
value worth exploring.

Key Words: Sichuan Province Constitution; province constitution; Sichuan province; democracy; the federalism

movement
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