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Difference of the poetical esthetics of Zhang Xuecheng’s and
Yuan Mei’s

LU Dehai, LI Xuechen

(Literature Department, Jinggangshan University, Ji’an 343009, China)

Abstract: Zhang Xuecheng’s criticism to Yuan Mei was based on the difference of the poetical esthetics. Zhang

Xuecheng’s poetical esthetics gave high value on the poetical skills and sentiment, which just assimilated to Yuan Mei’s

esthetics named as personality esthetics. The final goal of Zhang Xuecheng’s poetical esthetics was the poem meanings.

Although he advocated the sentiment, he opposited Yuan Mei’s opinions on love. These differences are caused by the

different self- status approval based on the talents’ theory.

Key Words: Zhang Xuecheng; Yuan Mei; poetical skills; talent and sentiment; personality; pure and clear style
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