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On Wang Yangming’s “explaining Buddhism with conscience”
and its thoughts and conduct

LU Yongsheng

(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China;
Wang Yangming’s Theory and Local Culture Research Center, Guiyang University, Guizhou 550005, China)

Abstract: Scholars have researching the relation of Yangming’ philosophy and Buddhism for a long time, and their
viewpoints may be summarized in two types. One is Yangming philosophy absorbing Buddhist theory, and the other is
Yangming rebuking Buddhism. Different from the above viewpoints, the essay contends that Wang Yangming explains
Buddhism with conscience and constructs a new Buddhist schemata which is essentially different from real Buddhism.
That is, there is material difference between Wang Yangming’ philosophy and Buddhism. Based on Yangming’
Buddhist schemata, we know that Buddhist Ontology is what it is not, that Buddhist Gongfu is not what it is, and that
Buddhist realm is misunderstood twice. The explanatory result is rooted not only in Yangming’ philosophy, but also in
society, politics and Confucian orthodoxy in Ming Dynasty. So, Wang Yangming’s “explaining Buddhism with
conscience” is not only a philosophy and textualist proposition, but also a sociology and politics proposition.

Key Words: Wang Yangming; “explaining Buddhism with conscience”; annotation; Buddhist schemata
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