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Locke’s three arguments about the naturality of natural rights
CHU Zhaohua, TANG Bolan
(College of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: John Locke presents three arguments on the naturality of rights: one is the natural law argument, which
claims that right is the provision of the natural law; another is theological argument, which claims that right is a
manifestation of the will of God; the last is the rationalist argument, which claims that the right is the inherent
requirement of human rationality itself. These three arguments are both independent from and interrelated with each
other, but in essence they are the same. The difference on the surface should be due to the different understanding of the
natural law. There are some problems about all the three arguments: in theological argument, there is no final solution to
God’s omnipresnece; in natural law argument, the concept of natural law itself is ambiguous in that ist includes both
some self-evident and transcendential ingredients and experiential ingredients which need to be proven; in rationalist
argument, its rationality is “super-historical”, which is far away from the certain context of social development.

Key Words: Locke; natural right; natural law argument; theological argument; rationalist argument
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The paleness of fatalistic criticism:
defense logic in Why Marx was right’ 2011 * Chapter 3

TAN Xipei, YANG Jingxiong
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In Chapter 3 of Why Marx Was Right, Eagleton firstly analyzes “the uniqueness* of Marxism, and then insists
that the combination of productive forces and productive relations is not so simple, that the class struggle is both
inevitable and free, that the replacement of the social forms is unified, diverse, also costly, and that the encounter of the
social-historical trend and the subject selectivity of people is not perfect. These views function as effective refute
against those arguments which hold that Marxism is fatalistic.

Key Words: mode of production; class struggle; social forms; historical trend; people’s subject selectivity
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