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Searching the sacred seeds of “multi-understanding”
in The Augsburg Confession

SUN Yiwen
(Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: As Lutheran Church’s most important confession of faith, Augsburg Confession has sown sacred seeds of
multi-understanding. According to the Confession, the tradition of the Catholic in interpretating the Bible is harmful to
faith. It is only an opinion as the understanding of the Fathers. The Church is not supposed to monopolize the
interpretation of the Bible. It is not only necessary but also probable for an individual to understand the Bible by oneself.
These are all artificial (man-made; von Menschen eingesetzt) opinions. Each one is merely one of the
multi-understandings, not the truth. Thus, the Confession brings flexibility and pluralism of interpreting the Bible, and
at the same time leaves potential space for the truth of salvation to develop to relativism.

Key Words: multi-understandings; The Augsburg Confession; the interpretation of the Bible; tradition
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