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The three dog’s wind: on the character-splitting
of Fir-flower Tablets

REN Zenggqiang
(Institute for Overseas Sinology, China University of Petroleum, Qingdao 266555, China)

Abstract: The three dog’s wind as a translation of the character ‘#\’ in Li Po’s poem is a case in point of
character-splitting, which as a technique of translation is adopted in Fir-flower Tablets, but dismissed as verbose by
both English and Chinese critics. The dismissive critique on character-splitting is partial due to the neglect of the
American context and western phonocentrism. As a translation device, character-splitting is instrumental in rendering
the poetic meanings of some characters in Chinese poetry, though it does not work for all.

Key Words: three dog’s wind; Fir-flower Tablet; character-splitting; phonocentrism
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