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Analysis of Zheng State on the basis of
Bamboo Slips about Xinian(Z 5 )collected by Tsinghua University

DAI Sheng, ZHANG Shaojun

(College of Humanities, Yan Tai University, Yantai 264005, China;
History and Culture College, Lu Dong University, Yantai 264025, China)

Abstract: The basis of Bamboo Slips about Xinian collected by Tsinghua University disclosed important historical
materials about Zheng State. After King You’s death, Zheng State complied with King Hui. As all other small kings
went in favor of King Ping, Zheng State acted likewise and Zheng Wugong became King Ping’s direct relative by
marrying Marquis Shen’s daughter. At a time of wars between states for hegemony, Zheng State became the object
everyone wooed. As a result, the diplomatic tactics Zheng State employed not only caused the deterioration between
Qin and Jin, but also ignited several wars between Jin and Chu. In Zheng Rugong’s period, there arose constant
conflicts between Zheng and Han and Chu. And Zheng’s failure in its war with Chu finally led to the break-out of the
civil riot. Such materials play an important role in research on Zheng State by making up certain historical blank and
rectifying the fallacy of some historical documents.
Key Words: Bamboo Slips about Xinian; the turn from the Western Zhou to the Eastern Zhou; Zheng State; Zheng
Rugong
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