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The construction of classic movies in the Chinese film industry
ZHOU Caishu
(School of Humanities and Laws, Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: People’s expectation horizon to canons is that they must be authoritative and canonical with inspiring
and far-reaching power in human development. And in the process of Chinese film industrialization, a new trend
arises that masses take part in the construction of classic movies, which reveals both the audience’s active
reinforcement and a new problem the construction must face. Under capital operation, the construction of classic
movies not only goes under the guidance and judgment of the academic elite, but also refers to the views of the
mass, who, not a group without cultural accumulation, tend to provide some unvarnished judgments of their
movie experiences. The construction of classic movies is the result of choice and distribution of cultural capital,
and the classic movies are the products of textual inevitability and cultural occasionality.

Key Words: film industry; canon; the trend of mass selecting canon; the mass; text
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