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THE

The thematic expression of urban novels in the 1930s
GAN Yuhui
(School of Literature, Zhejiang University of Media and Communications, Hangzhou 310000, China)

Abstract: In the 1930s, with the abnormal prosperity of the city in China, urban literature gradually went on the rise.
Modern writers, on the one hand, are attracted by the modernity of urban civilization. But on the other hand, they stand
in the position of traditional culture, examining and criticizing the “heterogeneity” of urban civilization, especially the
negative effect of social and cultural developments brought by the urban civilization. Therefore, as far as thematic
expression is concerned, urban novels of the time often manifest a feature different from both modern western literature
and Chinese traditional literature. In expressing some typical themes of urban culture which include alienation,
wandering, sex and the like, there can be found entangling hints of modern western culture and Chinese traditional
culture. It is in this entangling and struggling that the thematic expression of modern urban literature, along with
China’s modernization process, is endowed with a unique connotation and modern value.

Key Words: urban novels; alienation; wandering; sex
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