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Application of non-state rules in international commercial contracts
LIU Yideng, CHEN Lu
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: As the theory of the governing law of contracts is constantly evolving, non-state rules have been applied in
international commercial transactions. Non-state rules are not legally binding, but have gradually been adopted by
courts and arbitration agencies in many countries owing to their strong practical nature. Non-state rules could be
allowed as the applicable law to an international commmerical contract upon the principle of party autonomy or be
applied by the judiciary actively. But owing to the limits of the non-state rules themselves, restrictions of the
development level of local laws and confinement of the public order, non-state rules can not enjoy popularity in
international commercial contracts. Therefore, the legislation and judicial agencies should embark from two aspects to
promote the application of non-state rules in international commercial contracts: one is perfecting non-state rules and
the other is reinforcing legislation and judiciary laws.
Key Words: non-state rules; international commercial contracts; application; international conventions; international
practice
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