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“Conflict” or “fusion”: on Marx’s theory of the origin of the state
JIANG Zhengjun
(Section of Philosophy Teaching, Party School of Hunan Provincial Committee of CPC, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: Marx made a comprehensive study on the origin of the state from three dimensions: philosophy, history and
politics, discussing not only the decisive role of the productivity, the relations of production and other internal factors,
but also the influence of natural environment, social consciousness and other external factors on the origin of the state.
In Marx’s view, the state is the products of the social division of labor and class struggle, of the social public power
differentiation, and of the combining forces of internal and external factors. Therefore, rather than a typical “conflict
theory,” Marx’s the theory of the origin of the state is the unity of “conflict theory” and “fusion theory.”

Key Words: Marx; the origin of state; conflict; fusion
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