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The problem of bodies in gender performativity
ZHANG Bing
(School of Political Economy, Shanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: Performativity is easily mistaken for performance which presupposes a notion of natural and autonomous
body. Conversely, performativity is related to a notion of socially constructed body, and can be defined as a series of
reiteration of bodily acts through gender norm discourse. However, Butler has to review the materiality of body in face
of the problem of agency included in performativity. Butler suggests that the agency is not dependent on what Derrida
calls “the defferance in iteration” but derives from the prohibited desire preserved in the body. Unfortunately, the
re-affirmation of desiring body contradicts the statement Butler has made in distinguishing performativity from
performance. So to speak, the controversies over “gender performativity” are transfered into the interpretation of body,
which urges us to re-think the flesh of body in a new context or in a non-west one.

Key Words: gender performativity; the socially constructed body; the excluded body; Judith Butler; gender theory
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The meaning revolution of the concept of value in Das capital:
the ontology meaning of economic category

SUN Hui
(School of Marxism, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: In Das capital and its manuscript, Marx analyzes the concept of value of goods as the theoretical starting
point for his critique of political economy. His concept of Value has different connotations from the bourgeois
economists. In the latter view, Value concept is a pure economic category which has nothing to do with the capitalist
relations of production. First of all, Marx criticizes Ricardo’s “realism” and Bailey’s “nominalism”, and explores the
nature and connotation of Value, achieving “meaning revolution” of the concept of value. Secondly, believing that the
concept of value is a “historic” category, Marx reveals and criticizes the metaphysical nature of the bourgeois political
economics by revealing the special way that labor obtains from the society in modern commercial society. Third, Marx
regards the concept of value as the embodiment of capitalist relations of production, disclosing and criticizing the
alienation of people in the process of Value production under the rule of capital. These constitute the deep existential
meaning of the concept of value in Das capital.

Key Words: Das capital; the concept of value; the meaning revolution; the ontology meaning of economic category
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