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Obtaining higher education and intergenerational mobility:
mechanism, transformation and reality

WANG Chuhui, ZHU Yanlong
(Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Obtaining higher education, by increasing individual’s cultural capital, becomes the key influential factor in
the inter-generational mobility. Although the above understanding is generally accepted, this essay indicates that the
relationship between higher education obtainment and inter-generational mobility is far more complicated than the
simple summary. That is to say, the mechanism or work logic of this relationship is a complex system composed of
many factors, and along with the social change, the mechanism has also been changing and showing different
characteristics in different certain eras. About the relationship between inter-generational mobility and higher education
obtainment, different degrees of relatively unfair traits are revealed in some major countries, while in China which is
now undergoing social transition, the mechanism bears obvious transitional characteristic. In order to promote the
rationalization of the mechanism, policy design in our country should not only pay attention to the utility efficiency of
educational investment, but also attach more importance to the differentiation between the urban and rural areas.

Key Words: obtaining higher education; inter-generational mobility; social change
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