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The wrong extending-use of the “removal from office” as
an accountability instrument and its solutions

HU Chunyan, JIANG Ning
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of law, the “removal from office” is a common personnel way of appointing and
removing, which does not mean any sanctions, while “accountability” requires that the public officials are accountable
for their actions, and punishments are made on their wrongdoings, which definitely means some enforced sanctions.
The reasons why the “removal from office” is an extended use as an accountability instrument include the
“official-oriented” political and cultural influence, implicit explanation of removal from office in the accountability law,
and incomplete institutionalized accountability. Based on 30 examples of dismissed officials, the essay argues that the
wrong extending-use of the removal from office as an accountability instrument will bring about negative effects that
there exists too much discretional power when enforcing sanctions, that it becomes a routine for accounted officials to
come back in power, and that removal-from-office turns out to be a protection for senior officials. Therefore,
suggestions are to be made that all kinds of indistinct rules need to be rectified, that personnel features of removal from
office need to be clarified, that taking it as a way of punishing officials needs to be canceled, that the way, content and
procedure of accounting officials all need to be regulated, and that an efficient mechanism of accountability needs to be
set up.

Key Words: the removal from office; administrative accountability; official comeback
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