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Literary aesthetics of Chen-Yinke
GUO Shili
(School of Politics, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China)

Abstract: Chen Yinque did not mean to construct his literary and artistic aesthetics, but his long-term research on
traditional Chinese culture has always been a mixture of modern disciplines, such as literature, history, philosophy, and
the like. So in his numerous academic research on Chinese literature, there can be found some profound understandings
and unique insights. On the whole, his literary and aesthetic thoughts include the following major aspects. His aesthetics
for literary creation is “Free Thinking” and “Genius Theory” with rich connotations; his aesthetics for literary texts is
“True Nature” with “Imaginary Context”; and his most noted aesthetics for accepting the subject is “Compasion for
Understanding”. Chen Yinque’s literary aesthetic thoughts are of both referential meaning to the traditional aesthetics of
literature and of deep historical significance.

Key Words: Chen Yinque; Free Thinking; Genius Theory; True Nature; Imaginary Context; Compassion for
Understanding
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