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Adverbialization and function extension of “he deng”
LIU Cheng
(College of Liberal Arts, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: The formation of subjective degree adverb “he deng”, has gone through the process of phrase — pronoun—
adverb. As a pronoun, it began in Han Dynasty, influenced by Chinese Buddhist sutra. As an adverb, it began at the end
of Yuan Dynasty and the beginning of Ming Dynasty, closely related with its tone function transformation and the
changes and predication and modified ingredients. After the adverbialization, its function began to expand.

Key Words: %e deng; lexicalization; pragmatic function; subjectivisation; function expansion
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