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Seeking and making sense of existence and identification in
link-texts of network novel

WANG Xiaoying
(College of Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: The omni-text of the Network novel is constituted by the novel text itself and its co-texts. Link-text is one of
the important co-texts and there are a great many link-texts in Network novels. Through the study on the page settings
of Network novels in the Qidian Chinese website, we found more link-texts on the home page of the Network novel
than on the reading page. The most outstanding link-texts on the home page are the comments section and the
interactive section. The former provides a place to deliver free opinions and seek the meaning community for authors
and readers. And the latter sets lots of link-texts framework for interpellation and the aim is to make readers consumers.
Both are the new ways of seeking and making the sense of existence. And their phatic value is the other important value
besides the Network novel’s text value. So they can realize the audience’s symbol identification to a certain extent.

Key Words: Network novel; semiotics; link-text; identification; meaning community; audience community; self
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