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Thoughts of Wang Shizhen’s intentional error quotation “Fu in
the Book of Odes are elegant and orthodox”

CHENG Wei
(School of Liberal and Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Wang shizhen changed Yang Xiong’s statement “Fu in the Book of Odes are beautiful and orthodox” into “Fu
in the Book of Odes are elegant and orthodox”, which didn’t get enough attention since the Ming dynasty. Actually this
seemingly casual changes, represents Wang Shizhen and Yang Xiong different views of Fu, it also reflects a retro
movement in the field of Fu in mid-Ming dynasty. Based on the academic connotation of “Dian”, we can know more
clearly the nature of the retro movement. On the one hand it is the classical spirit of contemporary Confucianism
frivolous decay style of feedback. On the one hand, it is an extension of the spirit of government bureaucracy in the
literary world. And in the field of Fu, the crisscross of “Dian” and “Li” has a clear evolution course, reflecting the
balance of two kinds of cultural spirit and fight.

Key Words: Wang Shizhen; view of Fu; elegant and orthodox; Beautiful and orthodox; culture; retro
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