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China as imagination in diasporic writer Ha Jin’s writing

OUYANG Ting

(School of Foreign Language Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: As a diasporic writer of American new immigrant Chinese writers, Ha Jin chooses to regard and image China

of his own expectation from the “Other” perspective when he faces with the cultural conflict in a sense of “dual

identity”. He uses memories of childhood to replace the community unconsciousness, and relies heavily on this

standpoint to express the root foundation as a typical “diasporic” intellectual, revealing desire for spiritual return to

shape the construction of personal value. “China as imagination” in Ha Jin’s writings on the one hand embodies some

characteristics, including humanity experiences and art creativities etc.; and on the other hand manifests some

limitations. These issues include, but not limited to, the gap between the personal imagination and the community

memory, the estrangement between the diasporic identity and native life, and also his English-language texts, thus

shaping by the western readers’ horizons of expectations and misunderstandings.
Key Words: Ha Jin; Diasporic Writer; Dual-Cultural Identity; the other; China as Imagination
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