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Postclassical narratology and “discursive turn” in literary studies

LI Linli

(Art College, Southeast China University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: “Discursive turn” is one of the most important transformations in the movement from “modern” to

“postmodern” in literary theory. Placing literature into the open and external dimension of theoretical research, to a

certain extent, discursive turn overlooks the texture and structure of the text. “Postclassical narratology” is a new

disciplinary structure and knowledge system which emerged with the tendency of “discursive turn”. On the one hand,

“postclassical narratology” extends people’ horizons to the broader dimension of society and culture. On the other hand,

it mostly focuses on the complex relationships among elements of literary work, and provides a series of practical

critical mode to researchers. Postclassical narratology not only corrects the contemporary prejudice of neglecting the

text itself, but also eases the tension between “language” and “discourse” in the transformation of literary theory. In

conclusion, postclassical narratology unfolds sufficient space of development under the general background of

“discursive turn”.
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