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Russian poets in Lu Xun’s eyes: “on the power of
satanical poetry” from the perspective of imagology

YU Hang
(Department of Liberal arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: In “On the Power of Satanical poetry”, Lu Xun described a system of satanical poets which treats Byron as
the ancestor, and insisted the point that the mission of a poet is to inspire people’s heart. Russian poets Pushkin and
Lermontov are satanical poets whom he described as the “spiritual warrior”. As a watcher, Lu Xun used a new reference
system based on his horizon of expectation when he constructed the image of Russian poets, and evaluated them based
on this new reference system. At the same time, the image construction process is not only the dialogue between the
subject and the object, but also the dialogue between two cultures, which is the production of the social collective
imagination. The special circumstances of China made Lu Xun employ ideology of Chinese mode to reconstruct the
Russian poet images, of which the purpose is to spread the Satan spirit of poetry to reform the weak national characters
and change the weak situation.

Key Words: Lu Xun; “On the Power of Satanical poetry”; the image of Russian poets; other people; the social

collective imagination; reform national characters
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