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On Wayne Booth’s View of Metaphor and Western Rhetoric
LI Ke, WANG Xiangyun

(1. Postdoctoral Station for Foreign Language and Literature, Shandong University, Weihai, 264209, China;
2. School of Translation Studies, Shandong University, Weihai, 264209 China)

Abstract: Wayne C. Booth, famous for The Rhetoric of Fiction, enjoys a great reputation in the field of American
rhetoric studies in 20th century. Moreover, he has a particular foresight on metaphor research. In his statements of
metaphor, he quotes such western rhetorical theories as rhetorical situation, rhetorical motive, persuasion to enrich his
view of metaphor, which includes the concept and evaluation of metaphor, the deep link between Booth’s view and
western rhetoric, and an evaluation of Booth’s contribution and drawback. It has shown that Booth particularly foresees
the development of metaphor on the solid foundation of western rhetoric, therefore, Booth has paved the way for the

research on metaphor in the future.

Key Words: Wayne C. Booth; metaphor; persuasion; Western Rhetoric; terministic screen; rhetorical situation
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