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Omnipresent “Catholic Centralism”: on the cultural orientation
of the translation in Shengjing Zhijie

GAO Shengbing

(Research Center of Comparative and World Literature, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China;
School of Foreign Languages, Anhui University, Huainan, Anhui, 232001, China)

Abstract: As their patron, the Society of Jesus controlled the Jesuits’ translation of the Bible in late Ming, which is the
historical background for Shengjing Zhijie’s (the direct interpretation of the Bible) production and decides its cultural
orientation. The Shengjing Zhijies translation of the selected texts of Gospels, as a whole, doesn’t “accommodate” the
thoughts of Chinese people in late Ming, instead, tries to highlight Catholic ideas in Gospels by “directly translating”
the selected texts and being faithful to Society of Jesus and the Bible; its “direct interpretation” also demonstrates that
the Catholic culture is considered as the “central culture”, not tolerant of target culture and without the idea of cultural
co-existence.

Key Words: Shengjing Zhijie (the direct interpretation of the Bible); central text; central cultural; translation of selected
texts; Gospels
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