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Basic ways and historical evolution of the ritual of Gui-bai

LI Weixiang

(Department of History, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: The ritual of Gui-bai was filled in noble life in the stage of Gui-zuo (kneeling). It was almost the body

symbol to express all kinds of interpersonal relationship. Qi-shou, dun-shou, kong-shou and Qi-sang have different

spaces and meanings in the ritual of Gui-bai. This paper discriminates the etiquettes above mentioned. It is helpful to

understand the meanings of Gui-bai and the relatively equal liege relationship in Zhou dynasty. However, the ritual

of Gui-bai changed under the imperial politics system after the Qin and Han dynasties. The previous two-way and

relatively equal liege relationship gradually became unidirectional and unequal. These changes brought out internal

danger of the Chinese imperial politics.

Key Words: the ritual of Gui-bai (kneeling worship); historical evolution; noble decentralization; imperial politics;

liege relationship
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