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Not much the same——A comparison of criticism of
capitalist ideology between Karl Marx and Arendt

ZENG Yan
(Social Sciences Institute, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)
Abstract: Both Karl Marx and Arendt sharply criticized capitalist ideological issues. Marx pointed out that this

feature, the “falsity”

critique of materialism; while Arendt discussed from the “action” distortion departure, criticized the capitalist ideology

ideology has “falsity” is established because the practical significance of ideology has lost its
of “false political” issue, and noted that the issue of ideology is the important cause of totalitarianism. When it comes to
how to solve the capitalist ideology problem, Marx is took a more radical “change the mode of production”, while
Arendt pinned their hopes on the return of “action” in order to reshape the meaning of “real politics”. In contrast, Karl
Marx’s critique is of greater thoroughness.

Key Words: ideological; falsity; Karl Marx; Arendt; practical; action
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