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The dilemma of collective action: a theoretical illustration and
empirical analysis

PAN Zequan, LI Xue
(Department of Sociology, Center South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The investigation of the water charge in Q-city in Residential Region shows that the forming of collective
action depended on the common benefits between the remembers. The forming of collective action relies on the public
authority’s call and leading, and further eliminated the members free-rider psychology. The final solution of the
collective action dilemma needs the leading authority makes the common interests into consistent interests prejudice
and action orientation, then takes the same action.

Key Words: collective action; public goods; free-rider; a game action of collective
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