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Cross-cultural decoding and construction——
On Jonathan Spence’s Confucius study in U.A.S

TAN Xuhu
(School of International Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: The study of Confucius and his thoughts are important content in China’s study of Jonathan Spence, an
outstanding contemporary American sinologist. From the perspectives of culture cognition and comparison, Jonathan
Spence has decoded and reconstructed the image of Confucius in western cultural context. Spence de-idolizes
Confucius, and by exploring Confucius’ education practice paradigm, he constructs Confucius as a humanist and
respectful educator. At the same time, Spence dedicates to clarify some misunderstanding in western cognition of
Confucius and arouses the acknowledgement of Confucius’ contemporary significance. The review on Spence’s
Confucius study may offer us constructive suggestions on the Chinese classical image and value system and promote
Westerners’ identification with Confucius’ realistic significance.

Key Words: Jonathan Spence; China’s study; Confucius; cross-cultural communication; decode; construction
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