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Relationship between Marx’s two scientific discoveries responding
a tendency in Capital research

GAO Chao

(Center for Fundamentals of Philosophy & School of Philosophy and Society,
Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: There is an obvious tendency in Capital research that denies the theory of surplus value but
recognizes materialist conception of history simultaneously. In response to this tendency we need to research the
relationship between Marx’s two scientific discoverers. Through political economy research Marx made his first
discovery: the law of development of human history which is called materialist conception of history. Under the
guidance of this discovery, Marx made his second discovery: the special law of motion governing the bourgeois society
based on the theory of surplus value. The second discovery constructs the first one. Thus the relationship between those
two discoveries is universality and particularity; the relationship is neither philosophy and science nor two kinds of
philosophies. The separation between materialist conception of history and theory of surplus value is not established.
Key Words: scientific discovery; materialist conception of history; theory of surplus value; universality; particularity

[4miE: BIKFA]



