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“Beauty can only be found in creation” and “beauty is image”
MAO Xuanguo, LI Guangchuan
(College of Literature, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In the modern Chinese aesthetics, Jiang Kong-yang’s “beauty can only be found in creation” and Ye Lang’s
“beauty is image” are two important propositions which discuss the ontology of beauty. Both of them break through the
limitations of the substantive theory of thinking, that is the “beauty” as continuously generated rather than solidification
constant. Therefore, It’s enlightening people to think about the “essence of beauty”. But the two are not the same
philosophical foundation. “Beauty can only be found in creation” noted of the complexity and diversity in beauty
phenomenon, noted the significance of creative beauty with the freedom of human spirit, the creation of life, the
meaning of the emotional psychology. However, due to rigidly adhering to the point of the labor practical aesthetics, it
ignores the importance of human’s freedom survival in beauty’s creation, so there are all sorts of contradictions in the
interpretation. The point of “beauty is image” is based on the full survey of thought transformation of western
philosophy and esthetics since the 20th century and the theoretical defect of subject-object binary opposition that
occupied predominant position in Chinese aesthetics. It highlights the significance of beauty for human activity, and
plays an important role in theoretical thinking and thought transformation of the ontology of beauty in the modern
Chinese aesthetics.
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