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Recanonization of foreign classics in translation: a Case study of the
canonization strategy of missionaries’ translating Bible into chinese

Yan Fangming
(School of Foreign Studies of Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: From Tang Dynasty to the publication of Union Version of Bible in 1919, missionaries were in pursuit of
proper methods to canonize Chinese Bible for the sake of adapting to the Chinese cultural context. This pursuit
underwent three stages, i.e. totally Chinesization, linguistic independence, and proper adaptation to Taoism and
Confucianism. As an authoritative version, Union version resulted from the persistent pursuit of missionaries’
canonization in translating Bible into Chinese. The success of Union Version mainly rests upon cooperation of the
authority of translators, fusion of cultures and literariness of the text.

Key Words: Bible translation; canonization; translation strategy



