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Research on the Phonetics System and Historical Status of
Nanjing Mandarin in the Ming Dynasty

FENG Chuanbing

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Hunan Institute of Science and Technology,
Yueyang HuNan 414006, China)

Abstract: ShuWen YinYi BianKao SiBian, YuFaHengTu written by LI Deng and his son LI Size, and XiRUErMuZi
written by Nicolas Trigault have reflected the Nanjing Mandarin Phonetics in the middle and late Ming Dynasty, which
has 21 initials, 60 finals and 5 tones. The characteristics of the Mandarin Phonetics system are found to have initials of
Yi and Wei, Zhuang group reading ts and ts, independent uon of Shan group; -m of closed rhyme disappeared. From
Ming dynasty to the middle and late Qing dynasty, Nanjing Mandarin served as the Han Nationality's Common
Language Standard Pronunciation and played an irreplaceable role, promoting national unity and integration,
communication around the Chinese dialect.

Key Words: ShuWen YinYi BianKao SiBian; YuFaHengTu; XiRuErMuZi; the Nanjing Mandarin in the Ming dynasty;
the Han Nationality’s Common Language; standard pronunciation
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