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Revision of the debate on the invention of the
Four-Part Classification and it’s academic significance

DONG Xiaomei, ZHUO Guolin
(College of History and Culture, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The problem that who invented the Four-Part Classification has been in controversy since ancient times. In
the last thirty years, this debate has gone through two stages, in which the first was mainly between Huang Youduo,
Tang Mingyuan and others, based on the interpretation of historical materials; Zhang Guye and Dong Enlin were the
main characters in the latter, who used new literature and new methods to make a new certificate, the depth and breadth
of this academic debate continued expansion. If we can comb the academic debate, summarize its academic
contribution and re-flect its deficiencies, it would be beneficial to the correct division of different development stages of
ancient bibliography history in China.
Key Words: the Four-Part Classification; Zhongjingxinbu; bibliographical history; Chinese classics
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