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Distinguishing textual forgery and forge did coexist:
distinguishing pseudoscience of Ming Dynasty before
the book of Si Bu Zheng E was completed

ZHU Xianlin
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The Si Bu Zheng E(VUFB1E#t) was one of the most brilliant achievements, but distinguishing
pseudoscience of Ming Dynasty was confronted with many difficult situations when the book was completed.
Such as Feng Fang’s forge to distinguishing textual forgery, Yang Shen and Wang Shizhen distinguishing textual
forgery and forge at the same time. The reasons for this situation, including some scholar’s curious and
self-display, and merchants for profit, especially when scholars faced events which the revival of original
confucianism and literary back to the ancient ideology, will ignore distinguishing textual forgery or intentionally
forge in order to achieve specific goals. The reason of writing Si Bu Zheng E was not only the summary of Hu
Yinglin’s personal experience of distinguishing textual forgery, but also the absorption of the previous scholars’
experiences and lessons.

Key Words: Ming Dynasty; distinguishing textual forgery; forge; Si Bu Zheng E(PU#BIE#t); history of
distinguishing pseudoscience; Hu Yinglin; Yang Shen
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