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An analysis of U.S. psychological warfare on
Japan’s Labor Unions (1951—1961)

BAI Yuping
(School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Labor unions were a crucial battlefront in the Cold War. In Early Cold War era, the Truman and Eisenhower
administration set out varied psychological war activities on Japanese labor unions. America’s psychological war policy
was influenced seriously by U.S. -Japan relations. Consequently, America’s psychological war policy could’t achieve
the desired effect in the short term. But in the long run, United States fostered a batch of labor leaders who followed
American ways of labor organization, and on the other side, Japanese labor unions were divided into “pro-communist”
and “pro-American” categories under the impact of American policy. Finally, Japanese labor unions accepted the
moderate struggle line projected by United States, and took advantage of ballot for labor’s rights, thus labor unions
became a “moderate opposition” and an important political power in Japan.
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