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Debate on different values of the modern western citizenship theory
XIA Xiaoli
(Marx’s College, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: Renaissance of the western citizenship theory in the 1980-90s mixed with the values differences and debate
between liberalism, republicanism and communitarianism. To critique the supremacy of individual rights of liberalism
citizenship as a starting point, the new republicanism and communitarianism excavate the modern value of civil virtue
beyond the justice rules. The renaissance of civic duty and obligation advocated citizens directly involved in public life,
and claimed common good prior to individual rights so as to foster civic virtue, etc., and attempted to build the positive
citizenship theory. The debates necessarily promoted the solution to the social practical problems modern western
societies.
Key Words: liberalism; republicanism; communitarianism; individual rights; citizen involvement; common good; civic
virtue
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