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In silence or not—T he difference between Kant and Wittgenstein in
drawing the limit of the knowledge

SUN Jiangke

(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun130012, China;
School of Humanities, Xidian University, Xian710071, China)

Abstract: Kant wants to draw a limit of knowledge in the book { Critique of Pure reason) ; Wittgenstein wants to draw a

limit of knowledge in the book { Tractatus ) too. Kant tells us clearly that what we can know and we can't get any reliable

knowledge if we pass the limit of knowledge; Wittgenstein tells that what we can say at all can be said clearly, and we

must pass over in silence what we can’t talk about. Kant can express both sides of the limit of the knowledge, but

Wittgenstein only draws one side of the limit: what we can say can be said clearly, while the other side we must keep

silence. Why is Wittgenstein so different from Kant in drawing the limit of the knowledge? Because they have different

logical tools it their books. Kant’s transcendental logic pays attention not only to the logical form but also to the content,

while Wittgenstein only pays attention to the logical form.

Key Words: Kaut; Wittgenstein; draw a limit of knowledge; transcendental logic; logical form; say what one can say;

keep what one wants to say in silence
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