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Morphemic nominalization and formation word by
morphemic metonymy

YAN Hongju, LUO Yuan
(School of Human Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: Nominalization is a common phenomenon at different levels in language system. Although the
nominalization in the grammar system has attracted considerable attentions, the nominalization in the lexical system has
been largely ignored in the literature. There has not been consensus on this concept due to the incomplete understanding
on the nominalization in both language and lexical system. There has been different arguments about the existence of
‘reverse order’ structure. Nominalization occurs not only at word level, but also at morpheme level, and its cognitive
mechanism is metonym. To definite the concept of morphemic nominalization is important for understanding both
lexical meaning and lexical form. In meaning aspect, metonym mechanism not only transfers morpheme meaning, but
also expands new sense category by transfering meaning, and transforms whole lexical semantic system as well. In form
aspect, morphemes can form words not only by original meaning but also by transferred meaning; formation word by
morphemic metonymy provides an important way for producing new words.

Key Words: morphemic nominalization; metonym; formation word by morphemic metonymy
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