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Examination of written time of Wang Anshi’s Hong Fanchuan
HU Jinwang
(Yibin College, Institute of History and Philosophy, Yibin 644000, China)

Abstract: Hong Fanchuan is an important academic work written by Wang Anshi, but the academics don’t agree on its
written time. Wang Anshi’s academic thoughts show the characteristics of obvious stages, therefore, determining its
written time is necessary to study his academic thoughts. Different from previous scholars, either according to the
earliest version of this work, or to “modifying and copying” original work to determine its written time, this paper
judges its written time through the analysis of the evolution of Wang Anshi’s ontology, the association of related
thoughts in the different papers and his view of talents, view of emperor and ministers’ ideological stage. Hong
Fanchuan should be identified as written before Xining’s third year when Wang Anshi submitted it up to emperor,
which belongs to his later works.

Key Words: Wang Anshi; Hong Fanchuan; reform period; heaven ontology; view of talents; view of emperor and

ministers
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