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Text construction and evolution of filiality in
Ming Dynasty’s county sage writing

ZHANG Huihui
(School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: The writing form of “filiality” in Ming dynasty’s county sage biography has been divided into two parts, that
is, the model of the filial son’s tomb-keeping before Ming Dynasty and the model of the filiality son’s family-supporting
in Ming Dynasty, and the latter form is Ming Dynasty scholars’ shaping towards the filial sons. These two forms were
integrated by the writers of the county sage biography into one biography, both unified in “filiality” and had the
character of the time. The filiality of Zheng’s family described in Jinhua Xianmin Biography was a representative
reflecting the diachronic change in representing forms. The change in the forms of “filiality” writing had influenced the
local county’s practice in Ming Dynasty through the transmission and its enlighening effect.
Key Words: Ming Dynasty; county sage writing; filiality; tomb-keeping; family-supporting
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