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Meaning and function of zero-sign in King Lear
LI Bing
(College of Humanities, Qujing Normal University, Qujing 655011, China)

Abstract: In Shakespeare’s times, Zero-sign was used much. There are three main forms of the Signifier in King Lear,
namely, number 0, money and private parts of female body, which explain causes of tragedy from different perspectives.
On the whole, Zero-sign plays a main role in outlining dramatic frame, forming meta-language centering on “nothing.”
It creates interpretative whirlpool with another meta-language centering on “nature.” Owing to Shakespeare’s ways of
thinking filled with change and development, this play appears abstract and inexplicable.

Key Words: Zero-sign; Shakespeare; King Lear; Signifier; Meta-language; Interpretative Whirlpool
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