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A meaningful misreading: an analysis of shiwaiyuanzhi in
ancient literary theory

LIU Xuejun
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Wu Dexuan who was called the representative of Tongcheng group, suggested that there was no
shiwaiyuanzhi (a term of literary theory) in Fan Ye’s article, in his famous book Chuyuelou Guwen Xulun. But as Fan’s
letter, named Yuzhongyuzhushengzhishu, shows that Wu’s view was clearly wrong. That is a kind of misreading. Fan’s
understanding suggested that the author in Six Dynasty should put emphasis not only on emotion, but also on the text of
algae rhyme. As to Wu, he just expressed his understanding of ideal essay in Tongcheng group. An analysis of this
phenomena can help us to understand that it was not a coincidence when Wu reintroduceded Fan’s term, that reflects the
corresponding understanding of WEN in different literary history stages, it also suggests the diversity of lyrical tradition
in Chinese Literary Theory.
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