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The establishment of the concept of modern love and
the limitation of the Enlightment Project

FENG Ni
(School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: The absorption of the thought of modern subject by the May Fourth Movement (1919) responds to the
political crisis of the early Republic. In the project of May Fourth thought, China has to create the discourse of modern
love based on the combination of liberty, equality and most importantly, modern self. However, the modern self reveals
its inner limitation from the very beginning of its creation. On the one hand, the modern love though can’t be directed
towards a proper ethical order unless certain refrains are posed upon itself. On the other hand, with the collision with
the backward environment, the subjective urban petty bourgeoisie are bound to fail because of their immaturity. The
consideration of all these problems leads to the transition from literary revolution to revolutionary literature.

Key Words: Modern love; May Fourth; Enlightment; New Literature
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