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Good-faith Exception for objectively reasonable reliance on
binding precedent

HE Honggiang

(Humanity and Management School of Guangdong Medical College, Dongguan 523808, China)

Abstract: Good-faith exception is a kind of exclusionary rule. Before Davis v. United States, several good-faith
exceptions were established by Supreme Court of the United States. Good-faith exception for objectively reasonable
reliance on binding precedent was established in Davis v. United States. The Supreme Court held that when the police
conducted a search in objectively reasonable reliance on binding appellate precedent, the exclusionary rule should not
be applied. Applying the good-faith exception is not only because officer is inculpable, but also because applying the
good-faith exception can not deter future Fourth Amendment violations. Good-faith exception for objectively
reasonable reliance on binding precedent is compatible with retroactivity precedent. Good-faith exception for
objectively reasonable reliance on binding precedent will not stunt the development of Fourth Amendment law.

Key Words: exclusionary rule; good faith exception; doctrine of retroactivity; a good-faith exception for objectively

reasonable reliance on binding precedent [4riE: 7 E]



