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Integrity and utilitarianism ethics
On Bernard Williams’s criticism of utilitarianism

REN Fuxin
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Bernard Williams emphasizes that philosophy must face the complexity and difficulty of human life. He
criticizes the previous philosophy shields away from reality, especially utilitarianism and Kantian ethics, they simplify
life by despicable ways and ignore the impact of personal feelings, individual project and luck on ethical life. By
analyzing the consequential structure of utilitarianism, he points out that it involves negative responsibility, and he also
criticizes utilitarianism that overlooks the importance of separateness of persons. Williams emphasizes that individual is
the complex of emotional needs, utility preference and rational ability, hence he claims that we should consider moral
problems from person’s subject itself, and the important issue is how people live a meaningful life, rather than what
kind of rules should be followed. Bernard Williams’s criticism is powerful and has great inspiration to the development
of utilitarianism.

Key Words: Bernard Williams; personal integrity; consequentialism; negative responsibility; impartiality; utilitarianism
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