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An analysis of history and grammaticalization of preposition Lun(i£)
in modern Chinese

SHI Wei, WANG Haolei

(College of Liberal Arts, Beihua University, Jilin132013, China;
College of Liberal Arts, Guizhou Normal University)

Abstract: The verb Lun (i) was used in serial verb construction in Pre-Qin Period; and the serial verb construction
containing Lun (i£) underwent the differentiation of the major and minor verbs in Han Dynasty. Then, the verb Lun (i2)
developed the prepositional function in Tang Dynasty; after the Song Dynasty the prepositional function of Lun
(& )enlarged. Serial verb construction served as the syntactic conditions and, together with the reduction of conjunction
usage, it contributed to the grammaticalization of Lun (i£). Originally as a notional word with the meaning “discuss” or
“comment”, Lun (i) became the functional word which means “following some standards”, through a mediating
semantic stage meaning “measure” or “evaluate”. The increase of critical frequency was also a major cause for its
grammaticalization. The mechanism of changing its syntactic function was to make a reanalysis, and the mechanism of
semantic evolution was pragmatic inference.

Key Words: Lun(i); grammaticalization; syntactic conditions; semantic evolution; critical frequency
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