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A phase-based approach to the derivation of the
oblique object construction in Mandarin Chinese

HAN Jingquan, XU Mengmeng

(FacuLty of EngLish Language & Culture, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420,China;
School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha, 410083, China)

Abstract: Previous studies can explain the derivation of oblique object in mandarin Chinese to a certain extent,
however, they have their own limits. Based on Phase Theory, this paper proposes a new analysis in which the internal
argument of the verb is treated as base-generated empty category and the oblique object which is a Preposition Phrase
with the preposition being deleted right adjoins to VP. Since the base-generated empty category has no phonetic features,
it will not be spelled out in the phonetic system. As a result, the oblique object occurs directly after the verb in surface
structure after Spell-Out.

Key Words: oblique object; phase theory; derivation mechanism; null object; preposition omission; right adjunction
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