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Imagination of collective in countryside and its limitation of
Zhao Shuli in Sanli Wan

Wang Zaixing
(Department of Chinese, Huaihua College, Huaihua 418008, China)

Abstract: In China’s collectivistic revolution of village in 1949-1966, seen from the history and the documents, the
appearance and the meanings of “collective” were gradually imagined and constructed. Tracing the levels of
“member-peasant”, workpoints and “household”, etc, the novel SanliWan indicated that the mass in the village were
heading for the society of modernity. But, the real excellences of Zhao Shu-li and his San/iWan lay in that, through
“folk tradition”, oral language, and “working together” with the crowd, the content of concept “collective” is given
some unique and profound meanings.

Key Words: Rural fiction; Zhao Shu-li; SanliWan; Collectivistic revolution; Imagination
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