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Unsophisticated beauty: the aaesthetic purport and
system construction of Yan Yu’s Retro Poetics

YANG Wanli
(Department of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Yan Yu believes that the strokes of Song poetry is not weaker than those of Tang poetry, but the vigorous
meteorology is lacking. His retro poetry is to advocate unsophisticated beauty, trying to recover Han Wei and Sheng
Tang’s poetic tradition. In his Notes on Classical Poetry, he put forward his ideas of poetic beauty, that is, excellent
poems should be plain, simple, wonderful comprehension, come and from a sudden flash of inspiration, fabric blending

ER RT3

with the writer, and artistry can make readers entranced. “wonderful appreciation”, “interest” and “superb wording”
poetics theory is advanced around his retro purport of unsophisticated beauty. Since Yan Yu, unsophisticated beauty has
gradually become the trend of poetry, Xie Zhen and Wang Fuzhi inherited and developed it and brought it to the peak.

Key Words: Yan Yu; Canglang poetry; Unsophisticated Beauty; Retro Poetry; Aaesthetic Purport
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